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are llkcl in time to

see Um Lereuionies of the coro-
nation of the Emperor of
Japan presented at the movloe,

Indeed I think n visit to thoCt should he m a
to this article. Tim corona-

tion wu a series of pictures There.
Was tiiia difference, however, fliat the
laughing cavaliers and men In armor
arid (SStlVSlS of Geisha had all come
down fioui their frames and tho gal-

lery I1'! become a world of queer
and colore. There la a vast dlf-ren-

between the picture oa the
(screen and the picture off the screen,
and 1 propose in this article to take
fov Ml personalis- conducted tour
Of tli pageant which Is at present
Japan

The first scene la In Toklo. It was
Surprising to find rickshaws on a
quirt suburban stand at l:4S A. M .

tot not more than the dis-

covery that the streets were tilled with

t stream of these light, craft bearing
Cocked halt, d and gold laced

In an endless stream toward the
palace gate. It was quite dark. High
tr. the east the new moon hung, a
lender Fickle, and heneath It was a

stirring of the darkness.
Al my rickshaw slipped down tha

tUll. rinsing a warning bell to the
Others that honhed up like ghosts In
tl-- darkness. 1 aaw tho city below
tne afire with the Em-

peror's route to the station being
hv iminKrtf nr:illl of llolit carnages or tne ram.iiar modern type.

merged In a stream of and at laat In a scarlet a
fk that flowed along the "for- - golden phoenix flaming on the roof,
aJm" street where the j ,he cntr of th

sure of eye. the Emperor. He aatMl arc. and here were drat signs ,, forw,rd 1(KkM,
that the Emperor was aatlr in the
conn of long lines of policemen, sword
at aids, paper lantern In hand, who
guided und scrutinised the pas-

sengers. Beside tho palace moat we
were sorted out according to our de- -

wS!

with

ir.ej. of p. wer and glory and sent for- - ' wotlon tnat the Japanese love to

ward on fool by the same lanterned state car- -
rlages In a few minutes

po'h'e. tha pageant ras ended and the great
If two hour the Emperor would crowd 'was dissolving In direc-

tum Tokio for Kvoto to be crowned t,on- - Presently the guns boomed out
and possibly half o million of his faith- -
aV.1 U.VJ l ....... W." JV 'I"ttg for 'he pwesslon to pass. The

. cn.: ah ug the route before daylight
lame to rob It of Ita mystery was an

one.
Th State was nine- -

Mniha but this hour of
darkness with it of- -
teci provided the touch of ih wrird

btsarre i na ns;ni
would the red sun
of tr.-o- wre visible the tvery village. On
tani the the dlgtil-f'h-t- '.

irches. and hnwed low
the I through.

dressed and left
te-.l- . .ind slowly the formed

Into ti irrest of road lined by
r w after row of short, sturdy khaki
clad men. the soldiers was n
SI where prlvneged
JTV""!f walked und where police
trolled up and down

T'..l,i...l.... !,,.,... MM. n.n. f I... nrlvl
Itged mostly and
seh..o,.-lr- l irom the IMraMM onom
and similar high Each
... ..i - i i .ti- -.'t7 ---
tttigulshod from neighbors by "
now. mo-- ana wunin uie i""tha b'o; or Blrll squattel with blue
fui"e8 patiently and cheerfully.

these again in last mulll-ud- e

the people. They were all
Bitting, they seemed to have been

for hours.
At two Or three where I

them they thirty
tT:ies,i were the thin parts of the
cn.wct Klsewhere one could see j

rani, tter rank of tornis
nway into 'tho darkness.

A Jiip.inese. crowd Is one of the rdghls
an occasion IHte IhlSj, Sometimes

H li the eight. II si so quiet, so
patient, so alianti it has 111011 a
Ira cl of making. Itself comfortable
Tl i n squai'-lne- : makes the i

legged bul it
them to put in nio.t of

watting on ruhlic occasion: in com-- j

ifct
Tht td.-- t stages of tha route were j

lined toy Japan's veteran, TUaae !

art nil I men their
Tliev were dressed In all

of front oera
mental to fadesl uniforms. In
Sunv wsa event na dress, of a wclid
fi"l ofumal cut, was worn. We were
all, you must understand, In regimen
tali 01 some sort except tjie
In outi darkness,

PI Japanese love uniforms and
ncvei inisi a of them.
Tho a ho like the writer, have no
Coin o wen the uniform 11 street
ear conductor, arc obliged to adorn
0 with Crook snd top
hti li.- uiic to the Jap--

tttd the result Is that on all
T" ' occasions tha atreei of Toklo

un of fahion
tot ni-- 1 ooverlns the last of
a cent ,rv.

t in mixed but inodern multl-- f
'I'.i down "11 tha

r rltg was being iipductfd
within tha palaee took the par
,;' mi hack to another world. The
iTOperi Hhrina was lieius prepared
to sccornpany the divinely

: to Kyoto und In the MMCttt
" ' iniiii group of

priests of t.he
rnl( ere offering oblations of
' ' i " me and silk tu the august spirits

dwelling 'he shrine Is.
' 'i muaJC w"" Played on prlml-M- vi

Instrumentv and after many
' ' if.ee the sacred objects from the

Hie divine mirror, BWeM and
were pluced In u

h Itt which sixty-fou- r bearers
' I'd to the atution. Next to the
Km pi t lha shrine was Hie d
r' "t the tu some
It may h;,o been an even more anx-loua- ly

u sight.
twt serine was nesj' tha bead
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of a procession which otherwise waa
as modern as It could be. When It was
full light the whole picture settled
down In motionless expectancy. Half
an hour later a police Inspector trot-
ted into the open space In front of the
station and behind him swept tha
pageant. All eyes were on the palan-
quin, covered with gay silk and
swaying as It was carried by Its sixty-fou- r

The carriers were robed In bright
In front of four mount-a- d

Shinto priests rode, and tiehind
came another group. Lancers of the
Imperial Guard formed the escort.
When tha ahrlne passed every banner
waa dipped In the dust and swords
and bayonets flashed to the salute as
royal honors were paid to the of
Japan's departed rulers. So In days
of old tha bones of aome great saint

have been greeted as they
were borne through the streets of
Rome.

Then foil niir,,W Mail
- . fr

out on the crowds with an air of
interest and seemed mentally alert and
physically nt.

Not a murmur, not a cheer, not a
sound of any description was heard as
the Imperial carriage passed, for It
Is with the Intense silence of utter

" ,,",e n1 l"?!1 rocet went
crackling to the sky. The flrat scene j

oi tne arama waa over.
Reports in the newspapers after- -

ward told that all day long as his
Majesty paased through town and vil- -

(Jage on his long Journey he was
greeted by the Inhabitants, who turned

n masse and lined up to receive
him and the shrine of his ancestors
with the same reverent alienee. When

Kioto, the ancient capital, has been
the theatre of the great events, but

hM's. OrtrsM
ace the city and Ita inhabitants and its
visitors have formed hut u setting for
an unseen gem. A most picturesque"ie..mf.

Th), flRent .own , , hol)ow
fc,. v.M i

-i
you see a pins clad hilltop and the
,nd of the vista. A shallow very
ranfil Hvee runs thenimh (t .ml nn.
merous ruthlng waterways make
ever)' district picturesque. Ths
palace, Ilka all such In the
East, hidden away as closely sa a
harem.

Few things that' I have seen are leaa
provocative of .curiosity than ths low.
dingy wall which shuts It In, The

which iirrnunda It la an asslnm
m.tlon of nice but negative qualities.
it in neither unkempt nor trim It.
trees are neither young nor old.
There la no difference to the eye

the outside of the wall and the
inside.

There may be a corner from which
some glimpse of the long curving roofa
uf the palare can be but If there

Ms I did not discover It. The trees are
not tall, but ;hey conceal the buildings
which squat In their shade. It la clear

'that the Japanese were not repre- -
sented at the Tower of Habel.

Within this unpromising wall Is a
large and scattered group of buildings
which form the palace. To these have
oaan aunea s numner 01 new
tures, identical In type, but
temporary. All are low - that Is to j

ard which no western "arm or minions .r paper
hive furnished Grent lanterns hearing rising of

ur.der glimmered In
light of illuminated trlum- - every station platform local

Offlcers on horeehack tarles were drawn up
came out of darkne-- . And shouted. sal the tram flashed
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eneci Em- -
Inconspicuous. Pome of
enormous In flocr space.

There are, for Instance, dining rooms
which two thousand
people at onco and reeeptlon rooms
for the same number, and there must
be kitchens and all range of of-

fices t:scessary for ths comfort of a
small army of the Emperor's guests,
but somehow thny have been tucked
away, and ns the visitor moves about
he sees little nioro than an occasional
?.w temporary gateway or a COrTktef
hurT Sfitk ohrjsapthainusji and purple
baUTietSi Ono soor. loses all not; n of
direction Jr. the mutes of this vast
compound.

Tie !dni of aonSOflled sp-e- is one
of the imnwiilone of my
visit, space created out of nothing and
nowhere betraying Ita presence by
some such coup d'oeull ss architects of
the West love. You passed under In-

numerable gateways Into corridors
emptying into stately hulls hung with
all manner glowing colors. You
foutidayouraelf In spuclous courtyards
where regiments might have drilled.
You walked along sumptuous corri-

dors and noticed with uiuaxeinent the
longest dining tables you had ever
seen. And as soon as you hud left
them and walked ten yards nothing
was to lie seen but a now while wood
gateway or so and thin foliage of
the common place tress.

The group of archuiu ceremonies
which the Japanese now lump to-

gether by the namo of coronation have
three main acts as their spinal col-

umn. Klrat. tha Emperor worships hla

'
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Scene of the offering of first
fruits to spirits of Emperor's

ancestors.
ancestors and Informs them that ha
is about to ascend the throne; sec- -
ond. ho appears In public before hla
people uud by the net declares that
he has. ascended the throne; third,
he offers to his ancestors, who are
gods, the first fruits of his reign In
the form of offerings of rios and rloa
We and other frulta f tho land and
Hea

riie first of the ceremonies began
af j, n ,hC ,nonilnr of coronation day.

I
ovembwr 10, This twit place In a

settlni: BO plain. m temporarv. that'
it is difficult to convey u description j

in words, and It VMS Impossible to
photograph It in any effective wa.i
lu BUbststnOa all the ceremonies are
Open air functions. The Kn'peror Is ;

always under rover in temple or cere-
monial hall, tiut the guests und off-

icials are outside.
The courtyard is the unit. Imagine

a large courtyard In which a couple
of long wooden pavilions have been
erected. They ure new and white and
bare- - nothing but a roof und a floor
and a few supporting posts. They are
seated With benches, unbacked, and
covered with white cushions. In the
front row of one of those navillons-- - -
the envoys of the Powers were placed
I propose to dcscrllK what they aaw
as it was afterward described to me.

"Across the street," of course, they
saw the other pavilion, identical down
to last knot In the pine, hut filled
with Japanese dignitaries in cocked
hats and black gold laced coats. In
front of tho pavilions and between
them wiin a smaller edition of the
same another plain roof covering a
sandy flisir. This was empty, but on
the day after It was the stage of the
solemn the adjective Is the official
selection, not mine Mikagura dunce
to solace tho spirits o' the departed
Emperors.

Beyond this roof snd uncomfortably
hidden by It was a beautiful little gem
of a Japanese temple, brand naw'aad
spotless. Within this little temple or
shrlnu tho Emperor worshipped his
ancestors and read the Imperial Re-

port announcing his accession. But
the door of the temple was shut and
the envoys saw nothing and heard
nothing. They stood in their places
and watched the shadows become more
vertical on the sandy courtyard as two
Kpufg pMaad without visible incident

Later It was officially announced
tJiat un t(ok r,arfl exactiy ns arranged.

peror, dressed in a kimono of pure
white, entenii t lie. si rlnn and dipped
his hands In ablutlonary wrter pre-- ;
sented by priest, fix trays of food
were offered to the spirits amid the
beating of gongs and the shrill wiiil-tn- g

of reed Instruments. An address
was read to the shrine by the (Irand
Master of the Rituals.

His Majesty rose, Isvwed low before
thu shrine, und withdrew from the
innermost chamber. In which he had
bc.-- seated alone. All present wor-
shipped before the shrine, tho offerings
were removed, the doors of the sanc-
tuary were closed and tho first port
Of the gretit ceremony was over.

Ills Majesty returned to the resi-

dential part of the palace. The for-

eign drove back to thoir
liotcUi, and the 2.00ft Japanese off-

icials who were present were ushered
nto one those immense secret dining
halls where a lordly luncheon wvis
served.

The afternoon ceremony the ap-

pearance before the representatives of
the nation and ttm foreign Powers--constitut- e

tho coronation proper. It
also Is essentially an open air func-
tion. This custom probably la evi-

dence of the antiquity of the rites.
It uloo seems n though It might rea-

sonably explain the abeoiBjs of archi-
tectural effect.

Every ceremony Is held in a court-yun- l,

which when you look St the
tuuglo of trees around, you realize is
Just a fenced and cleared space. Tha
Emperor with a very faw attendants

say me js one oi uiaiisss snii. tha nppolnled - . ment the

the

of

the

tho

of
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Count and Countess Okuma at the Coronation.
Above, in oval Imperial Sacred Treasures in the Kyoto

Procession. Photo ay pu ji ThnsiBaaa

piayad his part in the Ahlahlndcn, an-

other of the templelike structures
which sum up ancient Japanese

"Shishlnden.'' literally
translated, means the "Hall of Pur-
ple. Mourning"; It Is better described,
as the Japanese themselves prefer,
simply as the Ceremonial Hall.

One of the peculiarities of this part
of the solemnity was that no one
could see the whole of It. The Em-
peror on his throne could not sec more
than a narrow silt of the courtyard
where the most distinguished of his
subjects were gathered; none of the J

subjects except tho princes who sur-
rounded the' throno could see the ljtn- -
peror. True s not planned if was
tne result or tno arcnitectural quoit-Ue.-- t

of the hall with fte floor rntsed
high above the ground and I's im
mensely deep roof

Imagine yourself a "most favored"
spc tator. 1011 idand Just Inside fhe
main goto of a large courtyard.

In front of you across perhaps
two hundred paces of white clean
sand Is the imperial throne In the
Shlshlndon. Ymi are the outermost
of a row of gilt edged uotalrics. nine
deei. The last three are covered b
tho deep eaves of u noble, old wall ; o er
yourself and the others Is a canopy
of splendid heavy silk in broad stripes
of pule blue alio white.

Around the three sides of the court-yur- d

stretches this human frame. The
fourth side is filled up by the bmk
of that great and venerable risd' which
Covers the Hhlshlnden. Just under the
euves is an Immense ptaee of silk.

iairctohed tight lUtc a huge signtmnrd.
This runs the wholu length. It is
embroidered in hold grotesque pat-

terns In the five lucky colors purple,
white, red, yellow and green He-

neath this again is a fringe of hamlion
blinds, tasselled In red and black.

looking beyond the bamboo blinds
Into the Interior you' see a row of
pluln Wooden pillars and between them
a fringe of short curtains edged wllf
bauds which are red at one side, black
at the other. They are decorated wit I

a design which at first seems mi relj
a floral decoration such as one might
see on wnll paper, hut which is in real-
ity a conventional figuring supposed
to represent deeuyed wood

This suggestion of age and decuy in

or High August Heat, wllhln which is
placed the as
scon Is a square plat-
form lacquer, oa which la
est aa octagonal canopy

by phomixee The throne Is an Itino- -

cation. In old tunes the Emperor sat '

cross legged on the floor. The pres-
ent ruler sit on a red lacquer chair.
The Taku-Mil.iir- a occupied the exact
middle of the BhiaMndan. Peslde It
was a smaller and plainer copy In-

tended for the Empress had her health
permitted her to present.

The court yard, deeply spread with
fine gravel, Is square and hare, but it
MimniiVtM 11 ri,,t of I'nl.ir Tu,, crci,f
rows of bannera planted In square
black lacquer stands run along Its
whole length, from the stej of the

hlahtnden to the gateway where you
are In your mind's re surviving the
wondrous scene.

Near the gate arc ranged twelve
drums on stands as high s a man,
anil BboUt a score of standi' 101101I

various waapoua of I world war
arrows, hows, halberds, swords, shield
and so Pi side oa- of mu
nitions s warrior in kimono of scarlet
or light blue Mund- -

Bvarvthins la ret annular and hal- -

aneed. for tho Japanese have a Mission
for1 mathematical regularity In ail I

ceremonial things A tlnal delightful
tom b is tho presence of the shored
trees, orange and cherry, balancing
eai li oiher ,,n either side i.f t he si ens
lending to t lie si lahtndsn.

The picture The gray roof'
which seemed so overs helming while
the courtyard was empty is forgotten
a the eye travels over the brilliant
col. .is which an massing below. 01 1

three ,les a living frame of rteOO

rated snd uniformed parsonages under I

an nwnliu: of blue and whit- - silk, A

Square sandy court iii which are
planted rigidly etralgbt rows of snudv
bannera and rigidly arrsnced groups
of warriors, drums, gongs, awords.and
weapons. The great Bhlshlnden with
Its sweeping roof and under and
around it all thai is great snd power-
ful In Japan.

DrUtAJ sound thrice, and the envoys
appear at a side do. r and enter the
sMiMhlndtn, Count okuma tuks up
his position in front of the throne.
When the moment affixes the kaleido-
scope of glowing colors ceases to turn,
und the picture stands In silent

Ud cries of "() sh" are
heard and we know that the Emperor

i is on bis way to the throne though

risen sun on a summer morning, and
hold in hie hand u balon of white
wood. Count Okuma left the ball ond
made hla way slowly down the court.
yard, leaning nn the arme of two

the midst of Imperial splendor Is char- - only tha SSVOyi ami those Inside the
acterlstlca'.ly Japanese. They ure sen-- i hall ran seo him.
sllive to the Incongruous and love It. lie enters the euvlalin d T.ikfi

ling pleases their fancy more than ,uru. und two gentlemen in waiting
the fight of delicate plum blossoms step forward and draw the curtains,
springing from a mouldering trunk. Ill Majesty is seen .seated on the

In the darkness beyond the second throne. He wears a rl' of (tut)
row of curtains Is the Taku-Mlkur- a orange the exact color of the nswty

Imperial throne. This,
from outside.
of black

surmounted

group

grows.

Women waiting to worship
Imperial Coronation Proces-

sion in Kyoto.
Photo br Paul Thompson.

men. He circumnavigated tbs ban-
ners and marched up tha middle, tak
ing up a position at the foot of the
steps facing the Emperor. Here he
represented the Japanese nation. His
Majesty read the imperial rescript
In a voice which though audible
not loud. Count Okuma replied. The
first sentences were shaky, but pres
ently the veteran orator warmed up

tand his voice rang through the whole
asaenibly as he asserted the loyalty of
the Japanese nation.

At the conclusion of his speech
the ITemier walked over to the ban
zal banner and gave three cheers for
the Emperor. This was to have been
the signal for ail Japan to cheer, but
Somebody hud blundered, and before
the Count finished speaking the roll
of cheers was heard from the Immense
crowds outside. It was a trifling blem-- .
km, due apparently to the fact that

Una cheering outside was arranged by
time instead of by slgnul. Those

' hanzais concluded the coronation cere- -
nrrony.

III.
An interval of four days followed,

and In them only two small religious
ceremonies low pan siw. -
t 110 iiutioinr uiTivtii r nn hi r im 111

soittoo tho .sprit, of the deceased
rulers, the second a very ancient and
cisc ure ntte designed at one time to

calm the spirits of the living Emperor
and lit him to perform the solemn rite
of the lai-JcMi- l. No foreigners and
Vary few Japanese wore present at
those rites.

The moat solemn and mysterious
9ft Of the solemnity was held four
d.ivs ufter the coronation. The Japa
nese name for this is the Dai-Jo-

and it is occasionally translated har-e- t
festival, hut It is no more the

homely harvest thanksgiving of the
IVesi than the mass is a men!. It is
traditional, and tha source of tha rites
1. the mints surround the's t in that
eWldhood Of the race.

T,,n ceremonies ure obviously closely
related to some of the oldest cus
toms of mankind. Partly thev would
seem to be a fusion of sacrifice to the
unseen powers or ine ursi iruits DI

harvest, partly they illustrate, the
primitive custom of placing food and
drink, by tho grave of the dead chief
01 father, and partly there is the
thought of tho Emperor sharing bis

' 'runtii ion icasi won in" uivine an- -

oaaUWe of his dynasty.
'ri" rites K place n a range of

buildings situated outside of the pal'
aoe compound but stiu Inside the
park. These buildings I have described
bo'0 ' had a Tair notion of what
1 would see. But I had little notion
f Impression of roughness and

pHmltlvanaaa which the actual sight
of the buildings would arouse. The
others belong to another civilization
another age. these belonged to un-"- I

tier world
The llrst thing l saw wtien I vis-

ited the place a day or two before
the ceremony was a couple of white
pavilions outside of the sacred en
closuri In these the ITlmc Minister

ami watch while the Emperor celc-hratc- d

the mysterious rites within.
The pavilions plain enough In
all conscience white sheds with rows
of unbooked benches but the gulf be-

tween them unit the buildings within
the was unmistakable and
Immense.

The unplanned, unexpected contrast
gave one a sharp realization of the
centuries of toll und obscure misery
which separated eurly man from the
affluent iron age. when he had learned
to make such tools as will smooth
and shape wood.

Wails of plat led rushes roofs of
thatch, posts, lintels uud ridgepoles
of unhewn pine trunks and brancbe
a maze uf tin tohed open corridors, a

I few buildings with neither doore nor
I windows euch Is a summary of

Coronation Day in Tokio.
Photo by Paul Thompson.

the general impression got as one
stands at the threshold which no un-- I
purified person i.;ay cross. Bide by
side you note the two shrines called
xuki ana nuki. in wnicn tne r.m- -

peror performed an Identical cere
mony, duplicating it eo there may oe
no error

The purlflcat.oii bulMiagi the bath
house In plain modern English, 1 also
easily distinguished The rest Is Just
a maze of covered passages leading
by circuitous routes from oM build-
ing to tmother. No one now knows
why the Emperor should walk round
three hides of the enclosure to reach
a place to which three steps would
take him. Ptsstfbty tho explanation
is that In the very distant days when
tho rltn wero llxed the simple men
who devised them knew no other
way of adding lmpresslveness to their
primitive pafjsjl ceremonj than by
lemrthenliiK Its prorfmw.

No eye of Htulsissador or nobleman
or minister saw ttie Only
the Emperor and tho princes of his
family and the priests and priejtesses
who had duties In the ritual were per-
mitted inside the enclosure. No for-

eigners were pfSMBt In any capacity.
The members of the government and

the heads of the army and navy waited
through tht night In the pavilions I
have described. At Intervals they
heard the strains of roed Instruments
ai d saw the glare of pine torches as
the Emperor walked from one shrine
to another. At the gates of the rush
fence which enclosed the shrines war-
riors with bows and arrows sat all
night long around watchtires.

The public nf Kyoto came and went
and enjoyed their holiday In the usual
way. Shrines were carried about the
streets, tea houses did a roaring or
rather a silent trade, one or two strayed
revellers might have been met In
the evening hours. In the park of the
palace all waa alienee and myatery as
the leaders of modern Japan waited
In wooden shelters outside the gates
of the fenced space In the wood where
their Emperor performed the most an- -

clent state ceremony left on earth,
The cerenlony began Just before

sundown and closed Just before sun
rise. It la purely Hhlnto and Japanese
and bus Apparently no admixture of
foreign (that is. Chinese or nuddhl.it)
Influence. 1 n the whole. Judging from
many conversations which 1 have had
with Japanese, I tome to the conclu-
sion that 'he Dal-.Ios- has become but
a ceremony. It Is a thing of rituals
and ancient, half understood observ-
ances. In this it differs from the acts
of ancestor worship performed In con-
nection with tho other rites, for ances-
tor worship Is still a living thing In
Japan and ts well understood by the
people, Tho Dal-Jos- a goes too far
back.

The feast begins with the plncing of
offerings In the sanctuary. The con
secrated lights are lit and the temple
IS made ready f ir, the Emperor, who.
when the hour comes, takes an ablu-
tlonary buth. He Is clothed In white,
and, baton In hand, he proceeds to the
first of the twin shrines.

Attendants light his way with pine
torches and unroll bamboo matting
under his feet as ho passes. The
sacred sword and Jewel are carried on
his right and left and a man carries
an umbrella made of reeds and sus-
pended from (he beajt of a brazen
phrenix above hU head. Songs con-
nected with the harvest are sung and
dances are performed emblematic of
gathering n the grain.

This completed, the Emperor makes
obeisance to the sacred treasures and
the princes follow his example. Then
begins the second part of the rite. Of-
ferings ure carried m and laid before
the shrine n strange and picturesque
business.

In quick succession n fttrcum of
priests and priestesses take In food
and drink for the gods and a very
varied assortment of primitive acces-
sories such arf a towel box. n fresh
rush Hint for the food of the gods and
another for the food of the Emperor,
u pair of Chopsticks, a ho of rice and
millet, Isiwle of BOB Weed broth, Ar-

ticles of clothing -- all the materials
for a feast of primitive m. u. To the
sound of Bfeird music the Emperor en-
ters the shrine and dips his hands in
consecrated water, A curtain screens
the inner sanctti.ii from every eye
while he ,,ff. ra the feast to the gods

,i mi )i,ii i,ei j. in it iiiiij ii
According t" the regulations Which

tlx each deinll f this as of evoi y een
many connected with the coronation
hla Majesty musi cat four helpings of

1

th rice and drink elghi cups of
sake. It la fair to add that the Jans
nese sake cups are not much larger
than a thimblo. One wonders from a
raanoctful distance what are tha teel- -

I Inns of this young ruler, who has had

be sensitive to modem thoughts, when
he sits behind the curtain sacrificing
to the gods of early man and feasting
with them. It is a moment for reflec-
tion und awe.

IV.
And now the solemnities ure over

and the rest Is feasting. Yesterda.
November 14, bis Majesty gave tho
llrst of the coronation banquets. Some
U.liOO people were invited, including the
foreign envoys. They dined off rice
and ilsh and black and white r ice wine.
The record Is silent aa to t)OW they
fared on these primitive viands. To-

morrow they may redress the balance,
for another banquet will be given in
the most sumptuous style known to
the Orient.

Tho envoys have seen many, strange
I

ind other high officials were to waitlii inodern education and u reputed to

were

enclosure

sights since they cume to this old
city ten days ago. Lust night's was
nut the least wonderful und perhap-- i
It was the most surprising. They
knew what they were to expect at
tho coronation, bul no one hud whls
pered that they would find un Alad-
din's palace conjured Into existenco
for the feast of u single night. Tha
magician who performed this feat Is
Mr. Katayamu. chief of the cinstmc-- t

on bureau uf the imperial house-
hold, and the success with which he
grafted tho new on the old and cre-
ated a picture which without violat-
ing Japanese taste rivalled fhe west
lu imperial splendor deserves, that he)
should be known.

The banqueting hall In the com-
pound nf tho NIJo Palace, the old
residence of the Hhoguns. and the
guests entered by the old palace gate.
Generally what you see when you
enter a Japanese palace Is this. You
go up a few steps and past a elid-
ing door (having taken your boota
off and along a corridor of whloh
the breadth und height ore about
equal. Along tho corridor more slid-
ing doors open Into apartments some-
what low ami gloomy, lighted from
puper windows on the outside of tha
corridor.

Tho floors are polished, tho wood
work la exquisite, the gold plated
bosses and fittings of the sliding doors
are marvellously delicate, The back-
ground Is of venerable and faded
gold, on which some Kano or Ogata,
has painted a thousand year old pine-tree-

And so on.
One shuttles along endlers corridors

admiring in the half light u picture)
gallery of exquisite doers and screens,
und Is filled with respect for the artist
craftsmen uf Old Japan But there)
Is u lurking conviction that those old
Bhoguns made ti ir splendors need-
lessly gloomy, and It Is a relief when
the cicerone upeiis 11 shojl. or paper
window, mi l gives t.ne a fasclnatlne)
glimpse of B Japanese garden, an
still, so trim, a world of beauty in
a small space.

Gloom- - for what may pass In tha
hours of daylight fur a dim. religious
light Is pure gloom when the sun haa
set was un Inevitable feature of :

glassies land In tho past. Rut gloom
has no excusu In the present century.
It files at the touch of a switch. Mr.
Kntayama has lighted the old palace,
and the effect Is revoburonary. In-

stead of gloomy splendor you have
splendor with Us proigr adjuncts,
space and light.

The old gold of the screens glows
In the radiance of electric light lamps;
the old wood takes 01 a now lustre:
the exquisite metalwork gets ita full
value In the decorative scheme. Tha
palace was transformed. Last night
when every salon was thronged with
guests It presented a picture of state-llne- ea

and dignity which no Western
palace could surpass.

The rooms of tho old palaoe ware
used as reception roomf. the various)
salons being allotted according to rank

memlters of the Diol in one f pretty
near the door), members of the HOOSB)

of Peers in another, princes In a ihtrd,
envoys In a fourth, and to on. Prom
these the guests proceeded to the ban-
queting hail, the new huudlue which
hn W'en grafted on the old.

There Is u tone progress through
the pgaagfee of tho old palace, and
eventually there il a iwlnt nt wihlch
the oorridori become new. But the
character and dimensions fire pre-
served. The decorations of met.u are
new. the carpet on the floor la Vss
thick, the coffered roof Is ornamented
In a different pattern, but It Is ttlll
the fame square oorrldor that it bsji
been slnco you entered.

At tho end, of course. Is 'lie ban-
queting hall a Inreo lofty apartment
whoso fine proportions arrert the
visitor. At first It appears as an ob
long, then you ohsore that the ob-

long has wings (In the architectural
sense) something Use an !J w'nP
the middle stroke. It ts in fact a hal7
within a hair Tho banqueting room
Is an Immense square. Inside of which
is set a lovely room devotsd t 'he
ancient danOta with which the Em-
peror will entertain his gueste, Te
smaller hall, like tho larger, is cectlv
square.

In the middle Is n square itar.i-!n- g

platform. Facing It is a da., n which
tho throne Is set At the, oppofltrt
end Is a platform for the moslcl.xno
Between the mUBlCiaJU ml the plat-
form are two Onofmoue drum-- on,

stands something .! an hp 'led
heart of the conventional (hape Ono
Of the drum! bean the familiar desrigw
of the triple Toraoe 'three commas)
looked together la if they were whirl-
ing In a vortt O iho other has e dou.
ble toinoe The roof lofty snd the
height of the argils In gracefully
br'iken by Q Hgnt bal-oii- of plait'
W , m

ah the wood con i plain wMta and
the harmony with which it ;.n blende,'
Into a stately color scheme Is g re ela
lion. The walla are panelled In isnee
try with a bold r.l design Tho oat
are covered with crimson velvet Ths
carpet Is of lha stimo ghsde ths
rougher me' ' material make, i strik-
ing foil for l he rich shade of the vel-

vet. The curtain- - around are of cop
per red silk, heavily brocaded

liehiinl the iii'isiclans in tho eaf,,, of the hall 1. a artlH hanging of
broad alternate sit ties of i ir and
b'.tci:. I'ndi't- - ti e balcony of un
ul.l .. .. .... I i ,.. , , , , . . tkai are paneu oi open' w.od curvingJT
"""J . f ... v

y ,. .
MOW ..llll'llc .I'll,'

'''"l"'"' conveys bu' a poor
Idee Of the warmth and splendor of a.

place which seems to combine very
I happily fhe characteristic qualities of

Baal and West, HYcm fhe vfeet
I come the lofty roof and the brilliant
I light and the crimson velvet of the
benches is borrowed from th" Et'gllsl'
House of uords, rhe plain white
wood, the flaming drutnsi the eivid
black and sosriet hangings, the bold
carvings are Japanese To bienfl
them into a stately harmony was a
great achievement, and It formed as
I said, the l is; surprise of flu vh tore
who did not axDCCi t" find a fs'rv
palace reared for th.- feast of a n "h

nut the decree of destruction is ir-

revocable, and Indeed il necessary,
for the structure ii.e not bei n r' armed
for ages eternal and ecouotn) wa
studied as well a- - effect In i few-day- s

it will hi neai. hi- - am th
graas will grow noxl aprinu where the
Emperor unit tho onvoyt uf thd great
rowers feasted


